
Analyzing Figurative 

Devices in The House on 

Mango Street



Literary Terms

★ Simile: The simplest form of figurative language where two unlike things are 
compared using the words “like,” “as,” “resembles,” or “than.”

★ Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things in which one thing 
becomes another. (Does not use the words “like,” “as,” “resembles,” or 
“than.”)

★ Personification: The attribution of human nature or character to animals, 
inanimate objects, or abstract notions,especially as a rhetorical figure.

★ Denotation: The dictionary definition of a word.

★ Connotation:  The implied meaning of a word.
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Analyzing Simile

★ Simile: The simplest form of figurative language where two unlike 
things are compared using the words “like,” “as,” “resembles,” or 
“than.”

★ “But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer something, like 
silver, not quite as thick as sister’s name--Magdalena--which is 
uglier than mine.”

___________ is being  compared to ____________.  This is used to 
suggest ______________________________________________
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Analyzing Metaphor

★ Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things in which one 
thing becomes another. (Does not use the words “like,” “as,” 
“resembles,” or “than.”)

★ “You will always be Esperanza.  You will always be Mango Street.”

___________ is being  compared to ____________.  This is used to 
suggest ______________________________________________
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Analyzing Personification

★ Personification: The attribution of human nature or character to 
animals, inanimate objects, or abstract notions,especially as a 
rhetorical figure.

★ “Their strength is secret.  They send ferocious roots beneath the 
ground.  They grow down and grab the earth between their hairy 
toes and bite the sky with violent teeth and never quit their anger. 
This is how they keep.”

The “Four Skinny Trees” are given  ______________________. traits.   
This is used to suggest ____________________________________
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Identifying Denotation

★ Denotation: The dictionary definition of a word.

★ Flag

A FLAG is literally defined as   _______________________________

____________________________________________________
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Analyzing Connotation

★ Connotation:  The implied meaning of a word.

★ Flag

The American  FLAG implies ________________________________

____________________________________________________
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Identifying Denotation

★ Denotation: The dictionary definition of a word.

★ “And me.  My hair is lazy.”

LAZY is literally defined as   ________________________________

____________________________________________________
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Analyzing Connotation

★ Connotation:  The implied meaning of a word.

★ “And me.  My hair is lazy.”

Describing her hair as LAZY implies that _______________________

____________________________________________________
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Let’s see what you can do!

★ Your turn!  

★ Use your understanding of today’s lesson to complete 
the English 9A Figurative Language Quiz provided.

★ You can do this!
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